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3 Roma/Ciganos and the
condition of internal strange in
Portuguese society

The construction of otherness

Maria Manuela Mendes and Olga Magano

Revisiting the Excursus on the Stranger by Simmel

Simmel’s stranger describes the experience of individuals in a world where
cross-cultural contacts are more frequent and intense and where societies
are characterised as global (Bauman, 1998), multicultural, more complex,
hyper-mobile (Jackson et al., 2016) and by super-diversity (Vertovec, 2007).
In such contextualization, we can provide a more expansive and deeper un-
derstanding of the Simmelian stranger. The “universalisation of strange-
ness” depicts the postmodern urban experience. Simmel’s thinking underlies
the formulation of the sociology of strangerhood, and his influence in the
social theory of the stranger has endured both in the classical approach to
the stranger (e.g., Schutz) and in more postmodern perspectives (Bauman
and others).

We argue that the Portuguese Roma, known as Ciganos, embody the
metaphorical figure of the stranger, indicating an ongoing relationship of
strangeness and tension that marks the history and framework of interac-
tion between the Roma and other social groups.

This figure may be conceived in a symbolic and metaphoric manner. The
dynamics of the processes of figuration refer to social morphogenesis. The
features that best characterise strangers are their position in space and time
as well as their social and relational status. In Simmel’s perspective, this
figure involves some explicit ambivalence. It should be recalled that being
a stranger implies a certain extraneousness and one of the criteria that best
define this status is mobility (first criterion). The mobility associated with
the figure of the stranger and with alterity invokes its encapsulated dual-
Isms: identity versus alterity and distance versus closeness.

In his Excursus on the Stranger (Simmel,1999 [1908)), the stranger is not a
wanderer who comes today and leaves tomorrow, but someone who takes up
a fixed position inside a geographical circle, combining a relational status
that lies somewhere between the close and distant. However, the strangeness
that is generated configures a positive relationship, embodying a special
form of reciprocal relations, where the stranger’s position simultaneously

plies a relationship of being far away while closely present. In turn, the

DOI: 10.4324/9781003182139-5
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implicit in his Excursus on the Stranger(1999 [1908]) . The Roma are the

‘ . ‘ . ndeed thel‘e 1S t d i
: : 1 : ’ | | . o1 g : N a ten enCy to empha
; 1 ction i . ; 1 1 , Someone whO the general qualltles we ha ve 11 C 1

' : ommon with the Roma and
‘ ial 2 and to accentuate
does not belong to the social milieu and who represents a threat to the soc :11:: Ezzg?vl-lf;nfs’ but we can also deny the factors of similarity, as is often
balance (Elias and Scotson, (2000f[1965]). .« the benchmark, where the and stigma}[izixtlgewl:;nzgé (generally, they are conceived in an essentialist
. : . omics as ] 1A SUgl 5 omogeneous and monolithi
Simmel considers the history of econ : never ar- litat e group. Based ona
on and, for this reason, 18 qualitative study on the Portuguese Roma/Cj .
anger has tended to be the tradespers o ithin a b to i . 1ganos (Mendes,2012), our a
iggat%:d as a “landowner”. The stranger tradesperson 18 situated within is to illustrate and explain how the Roma embody this metaphori)cal ﬁgulgcl

: . - oIs of L . .
e 2 sdowner” T O interacting at different levels and l.zs sllllch }ndlcate a constant relationship of strangeness and tension that
; marks the history of the interaction between society at large and the Roma

1 i istence and un-
factors of repulsion and distancing generate a form of coexisten

jcti to pure
the social organization. The restriction to pure ‘trad;a a%d \ﬁ;}; gg’[;:;i I:)g};n O-
i ith a certain singularty,

finance, enshrines the stranger With - D o per-

o . -1 ace within a closed group, . bt . . |
b111t.31;~ If::: lst m(t):rlill:zltgell:(negs E} closeness and distance, which constitutes the po:tragyl:lfsjsl}‘(s)gzlligéga’l’los. an overview and
B s form 1y certain more gen- et

jti .th the stranger one has only ¢ : .

tranger’s formal position. With ‘ o

Zral q%mlities in common; the Simmelian concept of the stranger is relation

| he Roma haVC always been relegated toa C()Il(l‘t.()]l to stran eness and d f-
1] ' L 1t g i
has a StI‘l!Ct“ral l)()Slthll lndlcatlllg hlS/llCTPOSItlon mn space ference (COIltI'aSt), deSpltC bemg the largest ethnic minority in Eu1 ope (10—112

1 jal rela- e ), despite |
meaning (et 0 on ar b o ot e flxeld 3 ng thl?/;cjrp;a(l:\l:i this ?ﬂglgc:;)l :‘?;iggiwmg lived in most European countries for over five centuries
1 iti bol of human relations. , ’ .
tions are the condition and the symbot of B ' he o | |
figure is characterised by a position 18 time: for example, 'tlﬁlsu:(;ulllistory In Portugal, their numbers, possibly .
person who arrives today and stays tomorrow - a person witho s

- - . N . : C'

«inner enemies”, the stranger is a member of thetgroup ﬁi:lifzed by Simmel ;‘g ;Z’:rﬂ;}ilenf’?f tgégue?e word Cigano, which has obvious derogatory mean-
' X ' ‘fic form of interaction, co : : ajority ot society. Only the Cigano mediat
ing part of it, revealing a spect . ‘teria are added, since Cigano associati L ! ors, the leaders of
- . Other definitional criteri » S clations and activists know and recognise th ;
25 a very positive T elationship. desperson, distin- B e o ih ! : gnise the term Roma. This
. ted above, but a tradesp ) ¢ ot the reasons that we believe that it still mak
the stranger is not a landowner, as Ot is rootless and intervenes Ciganos. The Port i Makes sense to use the term
. Jity: the figure of mobility (trade) s 1OC . ! iy - ortuguese Ciganos belong to one of the dominant sub
guished by mobility o™ ; depict this figure, in Europe and th i /Ol nant subgroups
. i tion. Other criteria dep pe and the Americas, the Cal6/Calé. Th istori
at different levels of social orgamizatx v d ined, by the fact d i s - I'he sparse historical records
i " . termined, DYy ocumenting the presence of th, i
al position, which 1s essentially de ) i ’ of the Ciganos in Portugal da
such as the relational p ) b very beginning to the group into which century. Following the initiall g te back to the 15th

D naving belonged from the g y ‘ ; ially warm welcome of the Ciganos, they began t
?}t;e stranger igmports qualities (Simmel, 1999 [19(;18]). Skor::é :1}311«.3 gg(illf,r)siz ?: fheéicreg/:d as lta‘Zy, undesirable and fearsome. Measures were taan legi?ing
: iti found 1n the essenc ) rsecution, expulsion, sentencing to th fecti
" that the relational position can be found 1n ’ cing to the galleys, subjection to t
%:11 its emphasis on a unique form of social dlf.ference (where Peﬁsorist?;z ;l;a}h penalty and attempted forced assimilation (prohibition erom speakirllle
:dentified on the basis of their origin) and a unique form of soctal refa oo language, begging, o

: wandering from one pla

X ) : place to another); they were
fmgn%etc}ll é& paul:ihfl,l d.epforteld to the former colonies, had their childrenytaken
Ir nd their families broken apart. And these w i

k" : t. ere recurring prac-
lices throughout the Portuguese history at least up to the democratigzztion

Portuguese society (Alfaro et al., 1999) (the revolution of 25th April 1974)

n many European countries, which inflicted similar'
their .slavery, extermination and sterilization right up
- C(; lgesplte being pr‘esent in Portuguese society since the 15th
. the}; o n 1;13&3 to be considered st.rangers in their own country, con-
o rilla 1nte£nal stranger” (Simmel, 1999 [1908]; Bochaca, 2003;
'ec’,[ 06), where the. eternal ‘stranger” (Amin, 2013) does not interact or’

: with others, but instead lives at a distance from them.

(where distance and closeness are in a state of con;tant},) 'recllp;;);:grl 1:::1;;1;;12;
iteri jectivi articular and ambivale

The criteria of objectivity assume a P : m ol
ticipation. The ambivalence does not mean dlsepgagement a¥i :(lisilfrfl‘:;rencé
rather a relative extraneousness added to a relative freilcilc;ir;aual i
1 i imilitude of the numerous1

is established based on the smmh’ . Ny
over and above a non-differentiation — the preponderanceeftl“1 ;tslz ‘g‘bird’s-
similarities over a particular relations?np. In fact., the strantg s
eye view” (Marotta, 2012) and is not jmmersed in the particu

opposing parties. but could also be some”
; r could be a Jew, but O
Simmel notes that the strange o s absent, it wou 1d appea

one else. Although actual allusion to t




nuela Mendes and Olga Magano

. jsed as e
e neither recognise f the Portugues
In Po;tugalarit?erTfe process of sedentary setgleﬂg:;yodecades now, yet
pational minority-. . d consolidating for ly stereo-
. xpanding and < iques to be strongly
Ciganos has been expa he Ciganos confinu fall and
: tation of the & 2 tloose and free O
the social representation f the “nomad”, foo d, in cases
inked to the 1mage o . are sedentary and,
typed and lin days, most of Ciganos . ises from a
i ts. Nowadays, « dic” lifestyle arises XomH
any commitmen i+ choice of a “noma : families
‘ . t, their chol Cigano 12
in which they e;reelrgionships whose agents are not Hllzr::zoriﬁ es and other
cotpler Webl()) tr also, for example, institutions, loca
and persons, but als0, 1 d hous-
. B o people. . : bstandar
Cigano and n'?;l 1int:g?1? url’)baIF areas (in social housu;gtl?gysg;eak Portuguese,
The majort . itions), and in genera d firm
o ble living conditions), i Calon, etc...), stan
ing with deploral ” (Roma, Romant, ; by Cathol-
: « o language : losely followed by
Spanish and “Cigano fangut elical, but closely bonds
. imarily evang :nly forged through
to a religion that is pri -l relations are mainly 1018 hey are
. their social re . alient changes, they
icism. Even today, te the slow-moving but s | dropout
: ding; despite . iohrates of school dropo
created by in bree 1s of education, hig : to fairs
. ised by low levels of ¢ vending, but also
still characterise ‘ally linked to street vendi ism and
o re especially f social anachronis
and illiteracy. They are es till accuse them ol s
d non-Ciganos st & : te (Lopes, 2008).
and markets. And non nting to integra oo of the
o ties, of not wa ive homogenization O
living in micro-socie i to be excessive ithic, uni-
. here continues to € 1 into a monolithic,
We believe that t - dumping them all 1o . des
e Ciganos, dump 7- Magano, 2014; Mende
concept of Portuguese (Mendes, 2007; iganos is
ng category Portuguese Ciga
vocal and homogenizi hat we find among 1 ion; we
ntrary, wha :a] and spatial insertion;
et al., 2014). To the co fferent forms of social and sp /Ciganos
ty and differe -ve the life of Roma/Cig
cultural heterogenei those who live . ances
. jations between ) » a Wash Wlth nu
observe differentia . “lords/mon-Ciganos’, . ¢ wall
o live as “lor . f different way
compared (5 th?S;SW :nd even cases of recof}cl!mg asﬁecetlsac(:ut Ciganos fluc-
in terms of o8 TN0). Even the scientific bibliography about BIEAteE Ao
ife (Magano, o )
f:\ial\}ces (between rejection, X0

ticization and rorrgntm;zsa;cs n A
i i igan
ltural difference portrayed in relation to the C1g
cu
negative

; i 2014).
alterity (Silva et al., ’ '
i diversity an . jal incorporation
o fac.t, o, 1;:‘;'1?5‘% \lzarious forms of socisy alzld Sp;(t)llil)lThepCiganos
guese Ciganos, sho 2010: Magano and Mendes, 201%). e o
10: Nicolau, 5 N d SOClal differenc / 2

(Magano, 2010; t there are regional and socl A lontejanos]
g Cgrffl ?;2 triljrthern hinterland, the Galicians, the '
the “Beiroes

) . nt other
. ot including freque’ ; ‘
f the deep south, among other differentiations = o within th

of the :

i i eoples
elf-assertions of distinctions among Cigano peoples,
S i . .
same geographlcal territory.

58 Maria Ma an ethnic minority nor as 2

i tu-
d cultural heterogeneity among Por

i : uction
Investigating Portuguese Ciganos: the constx

of their otherness

ile the
) des to the Jew while the Ro7 d,a
In f‘ll.l trut&’rcs ;:n\::)elilzusl;em that they are implicitly include
writings,

m i
a are absent {10
Rom  the Rom

jated witha

(

I

different European cou
gies to integrate the Roma in Europ
Union Member States may even b
due to official whistleblowing o

1

The construction of otherness 59
are often characterised as a marginal group of people typically revealing
criminality, idleness and dirt or, alternatively, expressed in romanticised
and exotic terms (Okely, 1983; Mayall, 2004; Bhopal and Myers,2008). How-
ever, we argue that the Roma represent the “perfect” example of Simmel’s
description of the stranger (Clark and Greenfields, 2006). For academics,
the Roma are very distant or “hard to reach” positioned as “exaggerated

2
a as being “hard to reach”,

strangers”. This distance, identifying the Rom

is similar to a wider public discourse that understands the Roma and non-

Roma to be distinct and separate groups of people (Myers,2016),which facil-
itates the processes of stereotyping and exoticization imbuing the Ciganos.
By homogenizing the entire group, it becomes easier to accept general
assumptions about the Roma, which in time acquire the status of universals
or become common knowledge. Such knowledge, discriminatory in nature,
leads to the non-Roma believing that the Roma are natural-born wander-
ers, incapable, both physically and mentally, of conforming to basic social
norms. Typecasting Roma as nomads, entertainers and criminals informs
the inherent anti-gypsyism of our present day. The characterisation of
Roma culture as homogenous, static and unequivocal enables the reproduc-

tion of anti-gypsyism, bereft of deeper knowledge of the cultural plurality
and different lifestyles, very often echoed by the media, social players and
education professionals (Mendes et al.,2021).

Over the last few years, there has been a resurgence of these racist narra-

tives that are incitements to the hatred of the Roma people, that are offensive
and humiliating,

that legitimate the existing structural and institutional ine-
qualities, demonstrating the fact that the Ciganos have been a major target
throughout the history. The attacks on Romani populations are inscribed
in a much broader context marked by a historically systemic and structural
discrimination sedimented in society and in its institutions. There appears
to be some transversality in the public controversies involving the Roma in
ntries, despite the existence of legislation and strate-
ean and national plans, where European
e penalised in terms of financial assistance
n situations of discrimination perpetrated
Yet, the Roma are accused of being lazy, living off state
sidies, not working, kidnapping children, being nomads or not assimila-
In the perspective of Nedim Karakayali (2006), strangeness is produced
 the conviction that the other is not fully human. This conviction makes
tPossible, sometimes even necessary to exclude the stranger, where this ex-

100 can sometimes take a murderous form. Strangers are simultaneously
‘mbers of a group and outsiders.

s

he actual States.

L{ odology and fieldwork

fiSsection, we present and discuss empirical evidence revealing processes
Vlistruction of otherness, collected during fieldwork conducted among
A0S resident in Lisbon Metropolitan Area, based on 40 semi-structured
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Box 3.1 Transversal public controversies that involve the Ciganos

2017: Czech Republic. President Milos Zeman stated that the Roma do

not adapt and are unable to work.
dvocated the creation of a register for Roma

Ttaly. Matteo Salvini a
people; the police destroyed hundreds of makeshift homes of Roma
cities.

who lived in camps o1 the outskirts of major
Portugal. André Ventura (Chega party leader) said: but in Portugal
we have a culture with two types of worrying things: one is that there are
groups that, in terms of income composition, live almost exclusively from
state subsidies, another is that they are above the rule of law.
2018: France. Militias attacked Roma in Paris following false news
alleging that they abducted children.
Hungary. Orban said migrants are like gypsies,
worse because they come from outside Hungary-
2019: Portugal. Fatima Bonifacio (famous historian): the Roma,
above all, are unassimilable: organized in families, clans and tribes, they

maintain the same life habits and values.
Source: prepared by the authors,

but migrants are

2020-2021.

and in-depth interviews and ethnographic research. All
Ciganos were Portuguese women and
interviews lasted 60 to 40 minutes on average, and the
analysis were done using In-Vivo software. This was part
tigation focused on capturin
als of situations, practices and contexts regarded as discriminatory.
In particular, studies on Ciganos usually focus on
tween “Them” and “Us”. This means that they tend t
ences and dichotomies, especially as the researchers are

themselves. We were not interested in characterising

tural features, considering them as aspects that typify
or social group- Doing that would be fixing and reifying those
a Cigano is something performative, as it is appre
the group, but also in the contact &
cesses of self-classification also serve strategic purpose
ple, maintaining or even elevating ingroup jevels of self-
defend identity enable avoiding, preventing or even playing
responses t0 situations that entail phumiliation, shame, frustration,
sadness, dissatisfaction, pervousness, tension or anxiety.
Our attention focused on the discourses of the interviewe

offered us revealing elements of represent
personal relationships with other groups and individuals, namely in spect
face-to-face situations (micro levels), even though, to a certain

down emotion

the interviewed
men of different age cohorts. The
categorization and
of a broader inves- !

g and understanding perceptions and portray-

the discontinuities be-
o accentuate the differ-
not usually Ciganos
behaviours and cul-
a certain population
groups. Being
hended and shared withii:
nd confrontation with the «Others”. P10
s, such as, for exati=
esteem. Strategies 10

hostilit

d players, whicl
ations, constructed from the m‘ﬁ

extent, the
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The construction of the strangeness

Insights from fieldwork: an inside “view*

For the common citizen
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But there are also those who argue that the Ciganos are not concerned with
the name given to them, that they do not even think about it. Nevertheless,
the fact is that the name by which they are called by Others could simultane-
ously generate feelings of belonging oOf, conversely, it could fire up positions
and strategies of resistance. Indeed, the Ciganos are active agents in the con-

If and hetero representation, manipulating codes and

struction of their se
labels, according to the situation and context. When individuals self-classify

themselves as a member of a social group, their emotional responses May

be largely underpinned by their identification and feeling of belonging in

relation to that group. According to Mackie and Smith (2002), the stronger

the identification with a group, the greater will be the tendency for that
belonging to the group being incorporated in the self-concept. According
to Gamella (2013), Cigano identification is based on two pillars: blood and
traditions.

Thus, the names used by Cigano people in their self-identification could
be viewed as mechanisms of recognition of collective belonging and identi-
fication, but also, and simultaneously, of recognition of differentiations and
marking of distances. The name serves not only to nominate, but also to
classify and declassify. Curiously, when interacting with non-Ciganos, we
also find Ciganos who apologise for being Cigano, as if they were guilty of
the negative charge attributed to the name Cigano, as if merely by associ-

ation this downgraded the individual a priori. In this regard, Dolores tells

us that
“There are some people who just say ‘Sorty,

32 years old).
‘The interviewees

that we are Cigano’” (woman,

like being called by their given name, without any ref-

erence to their ethnic belonging. Henrique was one of the interviewees who
stated that the association of the name to the ethnic group 1s information

portraying depreciative meanings, having argued:

Mister so-and-so, of Cigano ethnicity... this Cigano ethnicity is exces-
sive; and unless an end is put to that, this prejudice is not going to stop.
When a Cigano misbehaves, they emphasize, it is emphasized that he
is a Cigano; when he’s not a Cigano, for example, an Alentejano, they

don’t mention that.

(man,38 years old)

In particular, for some
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guese Cigana. [ think I'm a normal person- Cigana is a name they give
because I am a little bit different” (woman, 21 years old).
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tangle, it is important to co

call non-Ciganos, and which hav
discriminatory intention. This is one o

f the possible forms of reproduction,
through a kind of “boomerang effect’

Viewing this from a differen nsider the various

names that the Ciganos use to ¢ a relatively

>, of the discriminator

which the Ciganos are generally subjecte

nated minority also has powers and abil
nation in relation to the Others.

The dominant and most usual name used by the interviewees when al-
luding to non-Ciganos is that of “senhores” meaning lords or masters. This
term is used most frequently by Ciganas, the women, as the men appear to
have more diverse linguistic resources at the tip of their tongue when refer-
1ing to non-Ciganos, but also “Portuguese” or “Pategos”.

For Ciganos, a “sensor” i

Is someone strange who belongs to the majority,
but this is also a form of strengthening their own ide

perior and even better, as th.
r conduct that characterises n

Y practices to
d to by the majority. The discrimi-

ities to act as an agent of discrimi-

ntity and reiterating
ey do not indulge in
on-Ciganos. Paloma

of Ciganos, for example, in the labour
market, they are frequently said to be working towards “assenhorar” mean-
ing “turning into lords or masters” (Magano, 2010).
But there is another meaning, reminiscent of the memory of their nomadic
pastand ancestry linked to their persistent relationship of non-ownership of
the geographic space and their relationship upheld with the majority players
who were generally owners of the land on which they camped when they ar-
fived at a particular place. In Spa

in, the Gitanos use the term “paisano”, or
fellow countryman,

when referring to non-Ciganos. Gay y Blasco considers
that this term has a euphemistic slant, meaning “person of the land”. Both
this term and that of “payo”

, also used by the Portuguese Ciganos emphasise
“the links of the non-Gypsies to the land and, by implication, the Gitanos’
distance from jt” G

‘ ay y Blasco, 2001, p. 645). And this is the meaning that
Tiago attributes to ¢t

he name “senhor”, in stating

he is the senhor because he’s the one that rules, he doesn’t rule over
verything, but when we arrive, it’s like ‘ah, this is mine€’, he is the lord and
Master of his things, and that’s why he rules over what belongs to him.

(man, 29 years old).

> pastures. Indeed,
larai (in
(man,18
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by non-Ciganos for the purpose of further excluding and marginalizing the
Cigano people. Isabel is firm in her belief that “we are Portuguese, we didn’t
come from anywhere else. We are from here, right?” (woman, 49 years old).
For some of the interviewees, the mysteries and myths woven around the
geographic origin of the Ciganos are signs pointing to a sort of “closely
guarded secret”, similar to others that the Ciganos refuse to disclose. Marta
tells us that non-Ciganos only know what the Ciganos wish to reveal. This
interviewee does not know if the Ciganos actually have another country of
their own, whether real or mythical, but if it does exist, then it would have to
be “Cigoland”. On the other hand, she denies that there could be any origin

outside of Portugal, namely India, as she cannot even see any linguistic sim-
ilarity between Romani and Hindi. Marta argues:

I think that the Ciganos are worldwide. There are Ciganos all over the
world. India hasIndians, Portugal has the Portuguese. Whatever,many ...
Where do all these people come from, Cigoland? But our language is the
same as yours. I don’t speak any Romani. Our Romani has almost en-

tirely vanished. I can't even put together a sentence in Romani. I can’t,
not even my parents can.

(woman, 21 years old)

[n contrast to the interviewees who reject and cast doubt over a geographic
origin outside of Portugal, there are those who defend the Indian origin of
the Ciganos, pointing to some evidence that helps to corroborate and sus-
tain this thesis. Sara merely says that she “suspects that the Ciganos came
Jrom India” (woman, 68 years old), highlighting the similarities between the
Ciganos and Indians in terms of language, physical appearance and attire.
But this idea was passed down to her by other Ciganos, mainly by her an-
cestors, especially by her maternal grandfather who was Hungarian. Gléria
also recalls that her parents and grandparents gave her that idea, explaining

but I don’t know, it was before my time... it was a long time ago, but
that was what they said, that they had Indian traits. I heard that from

my father and from my mother... and from my grandparents who are
already deceased, right?

(woman, 37 years old)
|

Among Portuguese Ciganos, the idea of their foreign origin is not accepted
he majority. Nevertheless, Rui has no doubt as to the geographic of the

840, especially because there are a series of words in Cigano dialect that
'€ Similar to words in Hindi:

s Mmanusch, manusch is a Hindu word, hindu, manusch, and Ciganos
‘Say.malusch which has the same meaning, it means man. Malequim is
A girl in Hindu, lacrim in Cigano dialect, it’s exactly the same, just the
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pronunciation is different. Sona, sonacai means gold. Panim is palhim

meaning water, and there are many more.
(man, 32 years old)

Michael Stewart (1997), in Harangos in Hungary, did not find empirical ev-
idence of historical nature on the existence of proto-Cigano populations.
But Stewart framed the Rom of Harangos in the European context, in which
they have been living for over five centuries. We endorse his argument in
clearly stating that the Ciganos are part of ourselves, a part that we have
difficulty in exploring and acknowledging.

Distance versus closeness

For the majority of the interviewees, being Cigano is something that is ac-
quired almost innately, a type of primordial umbilical cord, which “comes
from within” and is born with the person, that must be nurtured and over-

seen by means of family socialisation, and by the experience of life flour-
ishing within the Cigano group- Clara stresses that “being Cigano... It's
something that was born with us. [ think I was born like this; I was brought up
this way” (woman, 29 years old). Concerning the importance of the person’s
moulding by the family web anchored in the intragroup community space,
Jorge declares that “being Cigano” is as a result of the “family relationship
and greatly due to enjoying being a Cigano.. .’ (man, 47 years old).

The interrelationship between nature and nurture is also present in the
interviewees’ perceptions of the meaning of wh
Marisa, being Cigano is something that “is in our blood”(woman,29 years
old). However, it is the education received in the family and community con-
text that appears to exert a determinant moulding power on the individual.

“Being Cigano” is also perceived as a type of “genetic-social” heritage
which is passed on from parents to children, being self-perpetuated along
generations within the family and community. Hélder is one of the inter-
viewees who view the social significance of being Cigano as inseparable.

from a peculiar lifestyle, in which the family and economic business as d
pedlar at fairs is the bedrock.

It’s living a normal life, calm, with no major stress, selling at the faif;
being an itinerant salesman, bringing up my children the same way 4
was brought up, and always trying to live a better life (...) I must convel

to my children and to the people around me that this is my lifestyle.

(man, 28 years 0%

This is a lifestyle in which we distinctly observe the primacy of the collectiy

over the individual. The centrality of the collective experiences clearly stit
tures the interactions of the daily life of the individual. In this regard,’ :
Jos testifies that the individual has little or no relevance, by saying “Its

at it is to be Cigano. For
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self-identification as a Cigana, con-

uity in her
“Cigano law”, saying:

Marta reveals some ambig
testing the rigidity of some principles underlying

me days I like being Cigana,
hat’s just the way it is. I re-
d... but Cigano law just

In some aspects... I like being Cigana, SO
other days I don’t, and 1 don’t because t
ally like some things about the Cigano race an

doesn’t make sense to me.
(woman, 34 years old)

In turn, Lucia notes that “qll the traditions have already ceased”, only mar-
riage is upheld according to tradition, which she expects should endure,

stressing that

it won’t end, is for women to

s, and
I can see, it

The only one that I hope never end
11 finished. From what

marry as virgins, but the rest has a

has all ended.
(woman, 21 years old)

entity is increasingly devoid of

For these interviewees, the Cigano ethnic id
at are currently observed are progressively rarer
ntiation between

content, as the traditions th
and thus less used as specific identity markers of differe

Ciganos and non-Ciganos.
Pride in their ethnic belongings, dignity, freedom and autopomy, more

than aspects of personal order, are part of their “social DNA”. Marisa ac-
tually says “because that is in one’s blood.”(woman, 29 years old). The free-
dom so often invoked by the interviewees is also perceived as rebelliousness,
which is learnt very early on in their existential contexts, as Filipe explains:
“children are naturally very restless and energetic, and where there are
Ciganos it’s just like that” (man, 29 years old).
The importance of freedom, not only in terms O
ing thinking and expression of opinions and emotions, is
as one of the aspects that the Cigano group
admires the Ciganos as they are “a people wh

people that moved, and always moved outdoors...
lising takes place in these contexts of freedom, in which obe

many

f action, but also concerf-
highlighted by Tiago
most treasure. The interviewee
o never wanted to be closed in, d
” (man, 29 years old). Family
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Note

1 For Simmel (2004, pp- 143-153), secrecy gives the person enshrouded by it an
exceptional position, in that it pu

ts up barriers between people and leads to in-
tensified imagination about things unknown and mysterious.
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