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Órla M Murray, Durham University, UK
RS02 – Sociology of Celebration
Coordinators:
Ismo Kantola, University of Turku, Department of Social 
Research/Sociology
Ozana Cucu-Oancea, Institute of Sociology, Romanian 
Academy
Sabina Hadzibulic, Stockholm University, Department of 
Social Work
RS03 – Interpretative Interactionism: sociology of Interac-
tions and Meaning
Coordinators:
Don Weenink, University of Amsterdam, Netherlands
Evelyne Baillergeau, EHESS and University of Amsterdam, 
Netherlands and France
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Law, Università di Bologna, Italy
Emiliano Scanu, Department of Sociology, Université Laval, 
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Tension, Trust and 
Transformation 
What is the value in thousands of social scientists gather-
ing in one location to discuss their work? What value ac-
crues from a large international conference and what is lost 
without it? Since pandemic restrictions were implemented 
in the last few years, we have become more familiar with 
on-line meetings and seminars, with the 15th conference 
being held online and widely regarded as highly success-
ful. Indeed, it is probable that many forms of work, espe-
cially that of academic research, will henceforth use online 
facilities to a much greater extent than in previous times 
when the technological capacity may have existed but the 
psychological mind-set to fully engage with the world of 
online, work may not have. However, it may also be fair to 
say that in-person meetings are also now being re-evaluat-
ed for their intrinsic value. We always suspected that there 
was equal value in interactions outside the conference 
seminar room and now, it is widely accepted that the physi-
cality of a conference cannot be substituted by a screen call 
i.e. while online work may have resulted in greater efficien-
cies related to less travel and higher frequency of meetings, 
it has also inhibited the depth of communication that exists 
when working in-person with others. During face-to-face 
conferences, the dynamic within the seminar room, walk-
ing around book fairs and the continuation of discussions 
over coffee, lunch and evening meals are human activities 
which cannot be substituted. 
The COVID-19 pandemic, while acutely felt the world over, 
was but another driver of inequality, which added to in-
creasing geo-political tensions across the world. Societal 
challenges were manifold before the pandemic and are not 
likely to disappear. Arguably, the ways in which societies 
across the world have dealt with COVID-19 and other chal-
lenges has been in some ways correlated with regionally 
specific longer range socio-cultural traditions. No country 
has been immune to the tensions of societal limitations on 
working and family life, not least in the form of travel re-
strictions. Similarly, there is manifest variability in the trust 
that people have in scientists and policy makers responsible 
for dealing with COVID-19. Sociological work is fundamen-
tal for dealing with societal challenges, and sociological 
conferences are the engines driving the ideas which can 
address these challenges. 
The title of the theme for the 16th conference: “Tension, 
Trust and Transformation”, seeks to capture the experienc-
es of recent times, crises and global challenges, such as the 
Covid-19 pandemic, climate change debates and activism, 
inequalities and violence, persisting levels of populism and 
the politics of instability. At the same time, it raises socio-
logical concerns about perennial and new problems to as-
sert the potential for sociological work to have a transform-
ative societal impact in different social spheres. 
What do the social sciences have to offer a world going 
through a persistent pandemic, increasing concern about 
the acceleration of climate change, a noticeable retreat 
from democracy and a crisis due to war in Europe? 
We know that the heterogeneity of sociology in terms of 
both theory and methods is at the core of its strength. Giv-
en any aspect of society, there are likely to be a wide range 
of perspectives, each of which have established literatures, 
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case studies, endemic findings, and critiques of other per-
spectives. Theoretical frameworks span micro social rela-
tions to macro analyses of institutional structures. Method-
ologies help us to understand phenomena in terms of the 
actor’s understandings and their lived context, through to 
statistical representations and models, making space for 
subjectivist as well as more objectivist scientific approach-
es. This multiplicity of possibilities means that sociology has 
always, well before the push for multidisciplinary, had the 
potential to throw light upon causes and consequences of 
inequalities in a variety of ways unhindered by a narrower 
approach. Debate and disagreement, discussion and dis-
course, hypotheses and evidence are at the heart of the 
discipline, and the 16th ESA conference will be the prime 
forum to showcase our work, argue for different positions, 
hone methodologies and arguments against opposing per-
spectives, as well as to joint networking. 

Tension 
Societies are riddled with tensions. Forms of nationalism 
are in the ascendancy where borders are being strength-
ened, cultural differences are being used to promote politi-
cal ends, and forms of authoritarianism are taking hold. The 
consequences of political, cultural, historical and econom-
ic tensions are felt in harsh terms when conflict between 
nations escalates. There are, nonetheless, some familiar 
tensions in terms of the persistent inequalities of class, 
gender, ethnicity, intersectionality, as well as political and 
economic tension between rich and poor countries, and in 
many cases also between different areas of the same coun-
try. To these, we can add more recent tensions related to 
sexualities, gender, transgender, gender-based violence, 
climate change and the expansion of digital society such as 
the ways in which social media is used to leverage anger 
and negativity. 

Trust 
Trust in institutions and key individuals such as scientists 
and politicians can be seen as being closely associated with 
stable and robust systems. The trajectories of trust in gov-
ernment, media, science, business and criminal justice ebb 
and flow but the rising tide of populism, the growing pres-
ence of movements founded on conspiracy theories, and 
the increasing difficulty with which democratic societies 
face the process of governing, suggest that there is a crisis 
of trust. A paradox for sociology is that it must remain at 
the critical edge of discourse to identify institutional and 
systemic failures and yet it must also be involved in finding 
solutions to wicked problems through in-depth analysis of 
the individual’s practices and understandings, and thereby 
contribute to the building and maintenance of trust. 

Transformation 
For those engaged with funded research and evaluations of 
research and publications, the need to demonstrate impact 
has been a growing requirement over the years. For some 
this has been a distraction from undertaking pure research 
but for many it has been a welcome exercise in refocusing 
research to maximise its transformational potential. The 
theoretical and methodological diversity of sociology and 

its importance to all cognate social science disciplines ren-
ders it productive at many levels from campaigning activists 
to policy makers, from ethnographic to (inter)national stud-
ies, incorporating subjective and objective perspectives, 
and through exploratory and explanatory frameworks. The 
desire to make a difference, to have an impact, to trans-
form society for the better is widespread among sociolog-
ical projects. 
The 16th ESA Conference will be a place to tackle ten-
sions and trust and to discuss alternatives for social 
transformation.

Types of sessions
While Research Network and Research Stream sessions 
cover the immense variety of sociological inquiry, Plenary, 
Semi-Plenary and Midday sessions offer the opportunity 
to engage in core debates. All session formats will include 
time for open discussion.
• �Plenaries (P) address the main conference theme. They 

take place in the evenings (Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Friday).

• �Semi-Plenaries (SPs) discuss the main conference theme 
from the viewpoint of different fields of research. They 
promote discussion between speakers, next to that with 
participants. SPs are based on proposals made by the ESA 
Research Networks.

• �Midday (MD) sessions cover topics which are relevant for 
sociology as a discipline and/or for the day-to-day work of 
sociologists. They are offered at lunchtime (on Wednes-
day and Friday).

• �Research Network (RN) sessions feature research papers 
submitted in response to the Call for Papers. The majority 
of sessions is organised by ESA’s 37 Research Networks. 
RNs are open to all ESA members. All RNs hold a business 
meeting at the conference (this time on Thursday, August 
29, at 13:00, after Time Slot 5. New members are cordially 
invited to join one or several RNs of their choice. Note 
that many RNs organise Joint Sessions (JS).

• �Research Stream (RS) sessions are made by sociologists 
from several European countries who come together to 
organize sessions on specific sociological topics. RSs are 
self-organised bodies with a loose structure which is de-
termined by the researchers who join the stream. While 
some RSs are regularly organizing sessions at ESA confer-
ences, other RSs offer ad hoc sessions around spur-of-
the-moment topics.
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of coming generations. Therefore, it is equally interesting to 
explore whether environmental and climate attitudes differ 
between young people in rural and urban areas. It is hy-
pothesized that for the youth, climate and environmentally 
related issues are more important than for older individu-
als, as evidenced by movements like Fridays for Future.
Data from the Austrian Social Survey (SSÖ) 2021 is uti-
lized to address these questions. In the last survey, there 
was a focus on questions regarding the environment and 
climate. The selection of questions comprises attitudes to-
wards causes of climate change, measures to protect the 
climate and environment, willingness to change behavior, 
and environmental activism. Where question comparability 
permits, earlier surveys are also considered for a temporal 
comparison.

“Climate Change Awareness: The 
Case of Medical Doctors in Artvin”
Öznur Yılmaz-Altun

Artvin Coruh University, Turkiye

Climate change refers to the long-term and continuous 
change in climatic conditions. The social impacts of this 
process are reflections of the climate crisis. The social im-
pacts of climate change should be analyzed and evaluated 
in various aspects. One of the most important consequenc-
es of climate change/crisis is that all aspects of society are 
affected. In this respect, being aware of the change and 
transformation created by climate change in our daily lives 
is an important starting point for the future of the world 
in this process. The first step in examining the interaction 
of climate change and society is to determine awareness.
Turkey is seriously affected by climate change due to its ge-
ographical location. However, does the society have a cli-
mate awareness to the extent of this impact? This question 
is of equal importance with the question of why the sociol-
ogy of climate change is important.
One of the direct and indirect risks of climate change is its 
impact on human health. In this respect, doctors’ aware-
ness of climate change becomes very important. Doctors 
who are aware of climate change play a pioneering role in 
raising public health awareness as well as taking precautions 
by informing their patients about the risks in this regard. 
This study aims to measure the awareness of the doctors 
working in Artvin on the effects of climate change on daily 
life, as well as their awareness on the damage caused by 
climate change on health and its social impact. The results 
of this quantitative study conducted with doctors working 
in Artvin center and various districts will reveal the status of 
climate change awareness among doctors in Turkey.

Assessing Portuguese Healthcare 
Professionals’ Perspectives on 
Climate Change-Related Health 
Policies and National Health Service 
Readiness: A Qualitative Study
Nidia Ponte1,2, Fátima Alves1,2,3,4, Diogo 
Guedes Vidal1,2

1Department of Social Sciences and Management, 
Universidade Aberta, 1250-100 Lisbon, Portugal; 2Centre 
for Functional Ecology—Science for People and the Planet 
(CFE), Associate Laboratory TERRA, Department of Life 
Sciences (DCV), University of Coimbra (UC), 3000-456 
Coimbra, Portugal; 3Observatory of Sustainable and 
Healthy Territories of Bocaina, Paraty 23970-000, RJ, Brazil; 
4Sergio Arouca National School of Public Health (Ensp), 
Oswaldo Cruz Foundation (Fiocruz), Rio de Janeiro 21041-
210, RJ, Brazil

In alignment with the urgent sociological imperative to ad-
dress the multidimensional crises stemming from climate 
change (CC), biodiversity loss, and socio-political tensions, 
this abstract delves into the critical realm of healthcare pre-
paredness facing escalating climate impacts. With the in-
creasing impacts of CC on health, understanding how health 
professionals, especially physicians, are informed and pre-
pared to deal with these challenges has become impera-
tive. This study explores Portuguese healthcare profession-
als’ perspectives on climate change-related health policies 
and the National Health Service’s (SNS) readiness to tackle 
climate impacts. A qualitative methodology was applied, 
and thirteen interviews were conducted with physicians 
from various medical specialties in Portugal, aged between 
28 and 73, using a semi-structured interview script. This 
work contributed to confirming that the CC health policies 
in Portugal are still very incipient and require more proac-
tive measures, interconnected across various dimensions, 
particularly concerning healthcare professionals. The main 
result of this research highlights the need for more consist-
ent communication and more precise guidelines for dealing 
with the impacts of climate change on public health.
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