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Digital transition in education reached a greater relevance with the COVID-19
pandemic crisis, when the provision of teaching and learning shifted overnight to
emergency remote scenarios, delivered in distance and online settings.

Although the development of digital skills has been targeted as an educational
priority at national, European and international levels, how confident did the
teachers feel to tackle that unexpected compulsory change to e-learning? And
what implications did it bring to the teachers’ comprehension of their role? These
were some of the issues dealt within the RAPIDE European project, in which it
was aimed to evidence possible ways for “Reimagining a Positive Direction for
Education”.

In the scope of the project, different activities and initiatives were offered to
different educational actors, including teachers, namely a short teacher training
course, focused on teachers’ narratives on their experiences, voicing European
perspectives about digital learning. In the end, the teachers-trainees were invited
to reflect on their own personal experiences during the lockdowns.

The goal of this exploratory research is thus to analyse those reflections, bearing
in mind the two questions previously mentioned. We will adopt the case study
methodology, and apply content analysis to the data collected through a google
forms, in which the teachers-trainees wrote their reflections. The training is
presented, so as to provide the context in which we interviewed 18 teachers who
took part in it. The interview-reflection was mediated by the technological tool
previously referred to, and was guided by the 4R model framework developed
within the RAPIDE project, though for now we will only consider the dimension
of the reflection.
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A preliminary analysis of our results indicates that even if not all the teachers felt
quite confident to address the mandatory shift to emergency remote teaching, as
some refer the permanent need to “invest in the new technologies”, all embraced
the implications it brought to the comprehension of their role, as teachers,
specifically in that time of sanitary crisis. As one of the teachers-trainees
acknowledged, “the role of the teacher had to be thought through and it was
necessary to place the focus on guiding and conducting learning.”

To conclude, the insights from the teachers on digital learning during the COVID-
19 pandemic that surface from their reflections may contribute not only to
“Teacher Education on the Move”, but also to “Reimaging Our Futures
Together”, which ultimately requires to keep on “Reimagining a Positive
Direction for Education”.
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